
Bezoek delegatie uit Noord-Brabant aan de 
regio Catalonië (Spanje) 13-16 november 
2018, illustratief weergegeven in deze 
PowerPoint

LIB werkt samen met partners uit Catalunya in EU-PIG en er zijn vanuit Noord-
Brabant meerdere contacten met de regio. En er zijn kansen voor intensievere 
samenwerking met diverse partijen uit de regio.

Geert Wilms, 29 november 2018
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Programma Maandag en Dinsdag 12-

13 November

Maandag avond met 9 personen Ham 
Proeverij, Enrique Tomas.

Dinsdag avond, ontmoeting met 
gehele Brabant delegatie met 
delegatie van Nederlandse 
vertegenwoordiging in Spanje en 
Catalonië (Ambassade & NBSO).



Programma Woensdag 14 November

7.45 vertrek Hotel

09:00-14:30 Program at IRTA, including lunch

IRTA (http://www.irta.cat/en/), Torre Marimon, 08140 Caldes
de Montbui. IRTA is a research institute (> 800 employees) owned by the Government of Catalonia

adscribed to the Department of Agriculture. Program with regional government, IRTA, PORCAT, OPP group
(Optimal Pork Production)

15:30-18.00 Visit Batalle en Esporc
(www.batalle.com/en/node/68), 
Av. Segadors, s/n 17421 Riudarenes, Girona. Since its founding in 1920 Batalle company has grown in volume but above all in 
product quality. “Guided by our motto: Quality by Principle, we now have a far-ranging business structure that guarantees
total traceability of our entire product range”. 

Is active through the whole PORC / PIG value chain: Genetics-Producer-Consumer. 

18.30 Dinner Salitja Vilobi d’onyar: farm MAS 
BES
At a Dairy farm that also provides guided tours and recreational services. 
(http://masbesdesalitja.blogspot.com/p/contacte2.html)

23.30 Return Hotel

http://www.irta.cat/en/
http://www.batalle.com/en/node/68
http://masbesdesalitja.blogspot.com/p/contacte2.html


Programma Donderdag 15 November

8.30 vertrek Hotel

09:30-11:00 Visit Dairy farm
(Ctra. Manlleu, km2, GURB) (Innovative intensive farm). Murucuc, family farm (third/fourth generation) 
with 35 staff members. And also a substantial PIG branch (4 other locations). 

11:00–12.00 Visit GePorc
(www.gepork.es/)

13:00 -15:30 Visit cooperative Planadevic
Cooperativa PlanadeVic was founded in 1966 by a group of livestock farmers from the Osona region with 
the aim of increasing the value of the members' production, make the farms more efficient and 
competitive and find new avenues of commercialisation by way of a powerful and innovative trademark.
The also have their own shop. www.planadevic.cat/en/who-we-are/presentation

17:00: Visiting Family-based PERE VENTURA FAMILY 
WINE ESTATES
Produces and markets its own wines and cavas (sparkling wines). Ctra. de Vilafranca c-243a, km 0,4 —
08770 Sant Sadurní d’Anoia (Barcelona – Spain). http://pereventuragroup.com/about-us/. 

Meeting with Dutch farmers/agribusiness and agrifood entrepreneurs in Catalunya.

23.00 Return Hotel

http://www.planadevic.cat/en/who-we-are/presentation
http://pereventuragroup.com/about-us/


Maandag avond, Ham proeverij



Ham Proeverij Enrique Tomas



Nederlandse Ambassade Spanje, 

Diner dinsdag avond 13 november

Lotte Engels, NBSO

Josefina Nonell Lopez, NBSO

Mariette van den Arend, Ministerie BuZa

Matthijs van Bonzel, Ambassadeur Madrid

Maria Saraza, Ministerie BuZa

Bart Vrolijk, Ministerie BuZa

Dirk Kremer, Honorair Consul Barcelona





November 

14th               

morning

session





Catalunya, Spanje

Ruim 6 x zo groot als Noord-Brabant

7.5 miljoen inwoners

Hoofdstad Barcelona

Regionale economie is ruim 2 x zo groot als in Noord-Brabant





THE AGRIFOOD SYSTEM 

OF Catalunya

Minister Agriculure Teresa Jordà

Aanwezig, naast Brabant delegatie:
Sr. Josep Usall, CEO, IRTA, Institute of Agriculture and Food Research and Technology 
Sra. Elisenda Guillaumes, Director General Agriculture and animal Production. Gov. 
Catalonia
Sr. Joaquim Xifra, Deputy Director General Animal Production. Gov. Catalonia
Sr. Ramón Sentmartí, Director General, Catalan Agrifood Exports Promotion Agency. 
Gov. Catalonia. 
Sr. Eliecer López, International Relations Manager, IRTA. Gov. Catalonia



CATALONIA, GENERAL DATA 

Area

32,108 km2

GDP per capita

€31,223/year

Population

7.5 million

Exports

€70.8 billion

GDP

€234.25 billion

Imports

€84.3 billion

Tourist/year

23 million

Companies

618,366

Regular exporting companies

16,422

Industrial companies

37,605

Foreign companies

6,454

Foreign investment

3,093 million

Catalan companies aboard:

8,346

Innovate companies

8,830

Source: DATACOMEX, ACCIO, DIRCE, MINECO, INE



CATALONIA, GLOBAL CONNECTIONS

BARCELONA

CATALONIA

BORDEAUX
LYON

MADRID

ALGIERS

PARIS

MUNICH

CASABLANCA

ROME

MILAN

LISBON

BARCELONA
ASIA

AMERICA

AFRICA

Distance

600 km = < 1 0 h

Distance

1.200 km = < 30 h

TUNIS

Road Railway Logistic 

platform

PortAirport

40  m i l l i on

passenge rs

Important 

freight center

Leader in southern Europe

2.5 million cruise passengers

+

1st Europe 4th World

TOP 10 LARGE EUROPEAN REGIONS OF

FUTURE CONNECTIVITY

FDI Magazine (Financial Times)

RANK REGION COUNTRY

1 East of England UK

2 Flanders Belgium

3 Paris Region France

4 North-west England UK

5 Catalonia Spain

6 North Rhine-Westphalia Germany

7 Scotland UK

8 Hesse Germany

9 Yorkshire and the Humber UK

10 South-east England UK

+

Source: GOVERNMENT OF CATALONIA,  BARCELONA PORT; BARCELONA AIRPORT

EUROPE

MIDDLE-EAST



CATALONIA, FOOD & BEVERAGE INDUSTRY TURNOVER

SOURCE: Own elaboration based on the Structural Statistics of Companies Industrial sector of the INE
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PRODUCTION IN TONNES (2017)

Source: Department of Agriculture, Livestock, Fisheries and Food

Pig

1,796,810
Poultry

365,381

Bovine

130,667

Ovine

16,478
Rabbit

11,687

1,232
603

Goat
Equine

CATALONIA, MEAT PRODUCTION

Heads 

slaughtered
Tonnes Farms

Pig 21.646.356 1.796.810 5.974

Poultry 199.517 365.381 7.389

Bovine 514.182 130.667 6.425

Ovine 1.242.514 16.478 3.515

Rabbit 10.118 11.687 1.432

Equine 5.131 1.232 5.477

Goat 136.281 603 2.886

Total 233.179.289 2.322.858 *

77.35%

of the 

production 

volume

15.73%

of the 

production 

volume

5.63%

of the 

production 

volume

0.71%

of the 

production 

volume

0.50%

of the 

production 

volume

0.05%

of the 

production 

volume

0.03%

of the 

production 

volume



CATALONIA, TRADITION & INNOVATION



Geographical 
conditions

Business 

structure

Human capital

Know-How

Centers of high 

specialization

Density and 

intensity of 

supply

CATALONIA: HIGH COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGES

MAIN VALUES





Brabant, an innovative agrifood region within Europe

Anne-Marie Spierings, Vice Governor provincial government of North 
Brabant 



Strong international agrifood sector

100,000

FTE

75% for

international market

€7.5 billion euro

added value

> 12,000

companies



Agriculture sector
Challenges for an ever changing society

Consumer shift to quality

products and transparency

Society demands

ecological balance

Fierce international

competition



Brabant has the ambition to become one

of the most innovative, sustainable and

smartest agrifood regions within Europe



Agri-food and Technology 

Research Institute of the 

Catalan Government

Operates under

private law

Public

company

Attached to the 

Ministry of 

Agriculture

Created in 1985



Human Resources

Total

810

Gender

69
Doctoral students

113
Associated staff

628
IRTA staff

53,8

%

46,2%

2017 figures

185
IRTA RTD staff

443
IRTA Support staff



IRTA  Lleida

Centros de trabajo propios

Centros Concertados

Estaciones Experimentales Pròpias

Estaciones Experimentales concertadas

Otras fincas y explotaciones colaboradoras

Torre Marimon

Monells

Fruitcentre
Estació Experimental de Lleida

Mas de Bover

Sant Carles de la Ràpita

E.E. Mas Badia

CReSA

CREAF

CREDA

Estació Experimental de l’Ebre

Granja Experimental d'Alcarràs

CRAG
Cabrils

Llesp

Gandesa

Valls

Gimenells

Mollerussa

Borges Blanques

Ascó

Centros

19
Ubicaciones

13
Centros y 

estaciones propios

6
Centros y estaciones 

consorciados



Technology transfer and extension activities

2017 figures

717
Extension 

activities

Activities by area 

of knowledge

23%
Out of Catalonia

>38.000
Beneficiaries 

0 50 100 150 200 250 300 350

12 Technical missions

22 Visits from delegations

43 Sectorial courses

76 Technical courses

93 On going field trials

257 Technology transfer activities

317 Field days and other sessions

30%
Plant 

Production

37%
Animal Production

14%
Agrosystems and 

Environment

19%
Food 

Industries



Spaanse varkenshouderij



Spaanse varkenshouderij



Genetic strategies



Integration system

Company:

• Feed production

• Services

• Market price

Integrated farms:

• Pig management

• Farm management

• Profit by pig

production



COMPANY:

 Environment. Unified environmental plans.

 Animal welfare. Densities, transport, identification.

 Health. Health plans.

 Feeding. Feeding standards.

INTEGRADTED FARMS:

 Environment. Manure management.

 Animal Welfare. Management, loading/unloading, identification.

 Health. Use of  health products.

 Feeding. Management.

Integration system



Integration in Catalonia



ZLTO, nice to meet!
Hans Huijbers



A farmers association

13.788

Bedrijfsleden Medeverantwoordelijke         Ex-bedrijfslid      Agribusinesslid        Sympathisant

6.837 3.139           2.756        327           729



Livelihood

Care

Water

Environment

Biodiversity

Recreation

Experience
Innovation

Energy

Food

Farm(ers) services



have

Farmers
Solutions

Climate Food safety

& health

Rural development

Entrepreneurial 

power 

& 

financing 

opportunities

Innovation, data 

& knowledge





Quality
Health

Animal welfare and 
environment

Efficiency

Productivity

Cost effectiveness







FAQ OF ALBESA RAMADERA FARM

Albesa Ramadera is a Sow farm (Service-to
Wean) with 3300 sows.
It is an integrated farm of Piensos Costa. So
the animals are property of Piensos Costa.
Piensos Costa is who selects the genetic lines,
determines the Health program, designes the
diets and provides the feed.
La Genetics chosen for this farm is Batallé.
This is a Spanish (non hiper prolific line)
desined to produce hight quality hams which
includes Duroc in the sow line.







Grup BATALLÉ

Family business since 1920, With a team of over 700 people,

Activity in different areas of the pork production chain



SELECCIÓN BATALLÉ

Genetics and pig production

ESPORC

Feedstuff

NORFRISA

Slaughterhouse

CÁRNICA BATALLÉ

Cutting plant

UNEXPORC
Export of fresh and 

Frozen meat

RESERVA BATALLÉ

Production of cured products

* = Empresa participada

Grup BATALLÉ



SELECCIÓN BATALLÉ. Farms

13 breeding farms with high

health status :

-6 nucleus and multiplication
-7 Production farms

22.000 sows:
•8.600 purebred sows 
(67%in purebred production)

•13.400 hybrid sows



NORFRISA: slaughterhouse

 With the best tech: high capacity and efficiency: +10,000 pigs / day

 Animal welfare measures: Automatic pork handling and CO2 Gas stunning

 Export authorization to Japan, Korea, China…



CARNICA BATALLÉ

 Quality and pH controls at different stages

 Traceability and quality certifications (BRC, IFS, …)

 21.000 carcasses/week are cut and deboned

– 19.000 commercial pig carcasses (TB-2) 

from our genetic

– 2.000 purebred Duroc carcasses



CÁRNICA BATALLÉ

 Adapting to customer needs

 Exports around 60% 

 Presence around the world (Europe, Asia, Africa, ...)



QUALITY PRODUCT. Duroc Batallé. Fresh meat

 Very high intramuscular fat
 Red meat without drip loss problems
 Gourmet markets



Reserva Batallé: 
ÚNICO

 Long and Natural curing process at the foothills of Sierra Nevada in 
Granada

 Regularity and traceability from the farm.







Multifunctioneel melkveebedrijf, 

Mas Bes





Melkveebedrijf Murucuc





GePorc



Plana de Vic









Pere Ventura







Both Regions and different parties share similar
challenges and opportunities related to Agrofood 
and are interested in intensifying cooperation:
1. Preparing a possible Letter Of Intent between (parties

in) both Regions.

2. Intensifying cooperation in existing networks eg EU-
PIG (2 day program February 5-6 in Noord-Brabant 
2019, different parties involved).

3. Preparing a visit of parties from Catalunya to
NoordBrabant/Netherlands, possible in 2019.

Conclusion & Next steps
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